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hundreds and hundreds of protesters
attacked synagogues, smashed the win-
dows of Jewish shops and cafes, and set
several afire. In France, there was also
an attack on a Jewish grocery store
following the Charlie Hebdo shootings.
Anti-Semitic slogans, such as ‘“‘Gas the
Jews” have been shouted at several
demonstrations throughout Germany.
Jewish museums throughout Norway
were forced to close because of fear of
attacks.

I look at the United Nations Human
Rights Council in Geneva and am
sickened by its long history of bias
against Israel and the people of Israel.
Then I see what is happening on some
college campuses here in the United
States, and I am shocked by the vitriol
being directed at Jews and supporters
of Israel.

Last Sunday, the New York Times
reported that in the midst of campus
debates about boycotts of Israel, Jew-
ish students felt increasingly intimi-
dated. At several colleges, swastikas
have been painted on the doors of Jew-
ish fraternities and in some instances
on the doors of Jews who were in their
rooms. Some Jewish students feel the
need to hide their heritage and support
for Israel given the intense backlash.
That is sad.

The former president of the Univer-
sity of California system, Mark Yudof,
recently was quoted as saying:

Jewish students and their parents are in-
tensely apprehensive and insecure about this
movement. I hear it all the time: Where can
I send my kids that will be safe for them as
Jews?

That is just stunning. Bigotry and
hatred have no place in the world
today, especially not in a country that
has long prided itself on being a beacon
of freedom and acceptance. Instead, it
is incumbent upon all Americans to
not only stand up to anti-Semitism
wherever we see it but also to stand in
solidarity with the Jewish people.

Three things: Let’s stand against
anti-Semitism; let’s stand with Israel
and the Jews throughout the world;
and, third, let’s stand against hate.

——
THE MIDDLE CLASS

Mr. REID. I want to say a brief word
about something I mentioned as I
started my remarks. My friend, the Re-
publican leader, has stated that the ex-
treme left is causing a problem on this
bill. It is not the extreme left. It is
Democrats who are concerned about
the middle class.

We do not focus here on the middle
class. Republicans are focused else-
where. We have done nothing on min-
imum wage, and we have done nothing
on student debt. We have done nothing
on equal pay for men and women. We
have done nothing to create jobs—
nothing. We are here. In a matter of 1
week or 2 weeks, the authorization for
highways will be gone. It is different
than other authorizations we do be-
cause under the law we passed pre-
viously, when that law expires, there is
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no contract authority, and that pro-
gram will come to a screeching halt.
We have a few dollars left to carry on
for a few more weeks, but it will not be
spent.

It is a shame my friend, the Repub-
lican leader, keeps referring to the ex-
treme left—whatever that means—
when we start talking about the middle
class. That is one reason we are con-
cerned about this trade bill that is be-
fore us today.

Mr. President, would the Chair an-
nounce the business of the day.

———————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will be
in a period of morning business for 1
hour, with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each, with
the time equally divided, with the ma-
jority controlling the first half.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

NORTH KOREA

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I rise
to speak about the threat from North
Korea to U.S. national security and to
our friends and allies in East Asia.

On May 9, North Korea claimed it
had test-fired a ballistic missile from a
submarine, raising concerns across the
region. If these reports are accurate,
experts point out that North Korea
may have succeeded for the first time
in installing a missile launcher of
about 2,500 tons onto a submarine.

If that is true, with this test, North
Korea violated a series of United Na-
tions Security Council resolutions, in-
cluding resolutions 1718, 1874, 2087, and
2094.

According to a more cautious assess-
ment from South Korean officials, it
appears North Korea will be able to de-
ploy a fully operational submarine ca-
pable of launching a ballistic missile in
only 4 to 5 years. This launch is the
latest confirmation of Pyongyang’s
growing nuclear and ballistic missile
capabilities while the Obama adminis-
tration seems to have fallen asleep at
the switch with regard to our policy to
deter the growing North Korea threat.

According to the Director of National
Intelligence’s 2015 Worldwide Threat
Assessment, ‘“‘North XKorea’s nuclear
weapons and missile programs pose a
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serious threat to the United States and
to the security environment in East
Asia.”

We should remember North Korea
has already tested nuclear weapons on
three separate occasions—2006, 2009,
and in February of 2013. Most recently,
nuclear experts have reported that
North Korea may have as many as 20
nuclear warheads, a number that could
double by next year, and that
Pyongyang has the potential to possess
as many as 100 warheads within the
next 5 years.

We know North Korea is a nuclear
proliferator. They cooperated with the
Syrian regime on their nuclear weap-
ons program before Israeli jets de-
stroyed that facility in 2007. We know
North Korea’s conventional arsenal is
rapidly expanding and threatens not
only our close allies in South Korea
and Japan but could also threaten the
United States, our homeland, in the
near future.

According to the DNI, ‘“North Korea
has also expanded the size and sophis-
tication of its ballistic missile forces,
ranging from close-range ballistic mis-
siles to ICBMs, while continuing to
conduct test launches. In 2014, North
Korea launched an unprecedented num-
ber of ballistic missiles.”

The DNI report goes on to say that
“Pyongyang is committed to devel-
oping a long-range, nuclear-armed mis-
sile that is capable of posing a direct
threat to the United States.” We
should not forget that North Korea is
an aggressive, ruthless regime that is
not even afraid to kill its own innocent
people.

On March 26, 2010, North Korean mis-
siles sank the South Korean ship
Cheonan, killing 46 of her crew, and
several months later shelled a South
Korean island, killing four more South
Korean citizens. It is also quickly de-
veloping other tools of intimidation as
well, such as cyber capabilities, as
demonstrated by the attack on the
South Korean financial and commu-
nication systems in March of 2013 and
the infamous Sony Pictures hacking
incident in November of 2014.

We should also not forget that this
regime remains one of the world’s fore-
most abusers of human rights. The
North Korean regime maintains a vast
network of political prison camps
where as many as 200,000 men, women,
and children are confined to atrocious
living conditions and are tortured,
maimed, and killed.

On February 7, 2014, the United Na-
tions Human Rights Council released a
report detailing North Korea’s horren-
dous record on human rights. Here is a
description of some of the torture
methods common in North Korea as de-
scribed by former North Korean state
security officials interviewed for the
report.

The room had wall shackles that were spe-
cially arranged to hang people upside down.
Various other torture instruments were also
provided, including long needles that would
be driven underneath the suspect’s finger-
nails and a pot with a water-hot chili pepper
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